
The IXL Flex Diagnostic in Real-Time mode
GUIDANCE FOR TEACHERS

IXL allows you to quickly assess your students’ grade-level proficiency in math and English 
language arts! The IXL Flex Diagnostic provides insights that can help you:

Getting started is easy! 
It only takes students about 45 minutes to get full diagnostic stats in one subject. 
Students can do this all in one sitting, or they can spread it out over the course of  

a few sessions, which makes it easy to fit into your lesson plans.

Complete initial diagnostic
STEP Choose two dates and set aside 20-25 

minutes each day for students to answer 
questions in the IXL Flex Diagnostic.  
 
This is what students will see once 
they’ve completed the initial diagnostic. 

1

Get data that you normally 
receive from 

state assessments

Help determine student 
placement in programs

Keep students on track 
with individualized 

learning plans



If you see a student with a range, it means they are still working on narrowing down their 
diagnostic scores. Reach out to them and encourage them to keep going!

If you see a star burst icon to the right of a student’s name, it means that their diagnostic is up 
to date! Click on the student’s name for a breakdown of their diagnostic scores by strand.

Diagnostic scores on IXL correspond to grade levels. A score of 500 indicates readiness to 
begin working on 5th grade skills.

Review diagnostic scoresSTEP
As soon as a student has finished diagnosing, you’ll have immediate insights waiting for you in 
IXL Analytics. Tap into your Diagnostic Overview for a full analysis of your students’ proficiency 
in key mathematics or English language arts strands.2
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The IXL Flex Diagnostic creates a personalized action plan for every student with just-right 
skills to help them grow. Even students with the same diagnostic scores will have different 
recommendations tailored to their individual needs.

Encourage your students to check out their action plan and work to a SmartScore of 80 on 1 
recommended skill each day. It’s a simple but effective way to keep your learners growing!

To track students’ progress on their action plan skills, look for the blue Diagnostic 
recommendations icon on the Students Quickview and Student Usage reports, and in Live 
Classroom. It means the skill practiced came from a student’s action plan!

Get accurate insights anytime

Keeping students’ diagnostic levels updated throughout the year is easy! Ask learners to answer 
10-15 questions a week in the diagnostic to receive always-accurate data that you can use in the 
classroom right away.

Plan next steps
STEP

3

If your school is conducting class in a hybrid format, have students work in the diagnostic during 
in-class days and work on recommended skills during at-home days.

If your school is using a remote learning model, choose two dates and have parents set aside 
20-25 minutes each day to answer questions in the Diagnostic. 

To ensure a successful assessment experience, set the expectation that students will work 
independently in the diagnostic and do their best! Parents should not provide any assistance 
while their students are answering diagnostic questions. 

These handy guides provide detailed instructions for students and parents: 
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The IXL Real-Time Diagnostic shows you what you know and what you're ready to learn next. Work
on your personalized skill recommendations until you reach excellence (90+). Visit the Real-Time
Diagnostic often to see how your stats change and to get new recommendations!

Have questions about the Real-Time Diagnostic? Visit www.ixl.com/diagnostic-help.

Math strand levels and recommendations

Overall math level

Numbers & Operations

1 recommended skill

Multiply by a multiple of ten (Third grade) >> MS6

Algebra & Algebraic Thinking

2 recommended skills

Multiplication facts for 6, 7, 8, and 9: find the missing factor (Third grade) >> X7N

Division facts for 2, 3, 4, 5, and 10: sorting (Third grade) >> XDN

Fractions

2 recommended skills

Find equivalent fractions (Third grade) >> WMX

Fractions of a group (Second grade) >> WWE

360

380

320

370

100 200 300 500 600 700 800 900 1000 1100 12000 1300

0 1300

0 1300

100 800

IXL FLEX DIAGNOSTIC IN REAL-TIME MODE | GUIDANCE FOR TEACHERS

https://blog.ixl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/IXL-At-home-Diagnostic-Guide-for-Parents.pdf
https://blog.ixl.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/IXL-At-home-Diagnostic-Guide-for-Parents.docx

